Membership Matters
In Session 5 we will go through some Frequently Asked Questions. The
elders will conduct Membership Interviews.

Who are the Leaders of the Church?

The focal point of local church leadership is the ofce of elder (Ph 1:2). The
common pattern of Scripture is for each local church to be ruled by a
plurality of these Spirit enabled men (Ti 1:5; Ja 5:14).
The Bible uses three interchangeable words to refer to men who serve in
this capacity: elder, overseer and pastor (Ac 20; 1 Pe 5:1-2). The diferent
terms indicate ministerial function rather than difering levels of authority.
Whilst each member of a local church is to participate fully in the life of the
church we recognise that God gifts His Church with elders who serve by
managing and caretaking (1 Ti 3:5), overseeing (Ac 20:28), ordaining (1 Ti
4:4), ruling, teaching and preaching (1 Ti 5:17; 1 Th 5:12; 1 Ti 3:2),
exhorting, refuting (Ti 1:9), determining church policy (Ac 15:22) and acting
as shepherds by setting an example for all to follow (1 Pe 5:1-3).
Elders are to be biblically qualifed (1 Ti 3:2-7; Ti 1:6-8) men who are above
reproach. This blamelessness must extend to his marital, social, business
and spiritual life. He is to both pursue and exemplify truth and godliness.
For Further Study
Questions about Elders (MacArthur) - https://tinyurl.com/yynzm489

Who are the Recognised Servants of the Church?

Jesus Christ exemplifed servant leadership (Mk 10:45). All Christians are
called to a life of humble service (Ep 4:11-12).
Some believers are specifcally gifted to serve (Ro 12:7). Deacons are
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recognised into the ofce of servant in a local church (Ph 1:1-2).
Those who would serve as deacons are to live dignifed lives (1 Ti 3:8), be
spiritually mature (1 Ti 3:9-10) and have stable families (1 Ti 3:11-12).
Both men and woman may be recognised as deacons (1 Ti 3:11). In the
text the word translated ‘likewise’ juxtapositions the ofces of elders, male
deacons and female deacons (1 Ti 3:1, 8, 11). The word translated wives
(KJV and NIV), given the context, should more appropriately be translated
woman (NASB).
Little is prescribed regarding the function of deacons in Scripture. As such
there is much freedom given to the local church regarding how deacons
ought to operate. At Crystal Park Baptist Church deacons function at the
behest of the congregation for a fx term of service to God’s glory.
Can Woman be Deacons? (Mark Penrith) - https://tinyurl.com/y2cvxj3u

What is church discipline?
We are obligated to seek the spiritual restoration of Christians ensnared by
sin (Ga 6:1-5). This process is called church discipline (Ma 18:15-17).
The purpose of church discipline is to protect the purity of the fellowship (1
Co 5:6), warn others of the seriousness of sin (1 Ti 5:20) and avail a
measure of grace to the sinning brother (1 Co 5:5).
If a believer is made aware of another’s sin they are to confront them and
call them to repentance (Mt 18:15).
If they refuse to repent two or more believers are to confront them and call
them to repentance (Mt 18:16).
If they refuse to repent those witnesses are to take it to the church.
Collectively the brethren are to plead with them to repent (Mt 18:17).
Finally, if they still refuse to repent they are to be regarded as outside of
the fellowship (Mt 18:17).
Church discipline is an act of love and its aim is restorative (Mt 18:10-14).
Biblical Church Discipline (Mark Dever) - https://tinyurl.com/y5y5eemo

Why do we use the Christian Standard Bible?
There are three primary reasons for the diferent English Bible translations,
and a forth for the cynical: Language changes: Because the meaning of
English words change over time it becomes necessary to update the
translation to retain integrity to the original intent. Translation methods:
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Diferent translations have diferent approaches for how to best render the
original Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek into English. Some Bible versions
translate as literally as possible (word-for-word). Some Bible versions
translate dynamically where possible (thought-for-thought). Source Text:
There are two primary Greek texts which translators use. The frst is the
Textus Receptus which was compiled by Erasmus in the 1500s and forms
the basis behind the King James Version and New King James Version.
The second uses the eclectic method, considering external and internal
evidences for determining the most likely original text, and most other Bible
translations use it. Revenue.
Evaluation of translation methods: Whilst Dynamic Equivalence (thoughtfor-thought) is useful to encourage the reading of God’s Word amongst
children and adults the danger of interpretation of words over the
translation of words makes it problematic for the study of Scripture. Whilst
the Formal Equivalence (word-for-word) is useful for studying God’s Word
the disadvantage is a less accessible reading experience. Especially for
adoption as a translation used in corporate worship in South Africa, where
the context would included 1st, 2nd and 3rd language English speakers as
well as an intergenerational community, it seems best to fnd a translation
which captures as much of the best of both worlds as possible.
Our elders are unifed on a great number of doctrines as demonstrated by
our common adoption of the Sola 5 Confession of Faith. We do however
come from difering backgrounds (Reformed Church, Brethren, Reformed
Charismatic and Baptist). Coupled with other infuences the process of
identifying and adopting a single translation was not simple for us. After a
lengthy period of consideration each of us was motivated by difering
reasons or a mix of the following:
Continuity: All of the elders felt that the Christian Standard Bible would
provide the best continuity for our members following on from the Holman
Christian Standard Bible. Accessibility: The text is easy enough to read so
as to be enjoyed. Faithfulness: God’s Word has been translated with
integrity so as to be trusted.
The Christian Standard Bible (CPBC) - https://tinyurl.com/yxwtpaun

Other Questions you may be Interested in?
What are the Doctrines of Grace?
What does the Bible say about women pastors?
What does the Bible say about homosexuality? Is it a sin?
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Once saved always saved? Can a Christian lose salvation?
What happens after death?
What is the gift of speaking in tongues? Is it for today?
What does the Bible say about dinosaurs?
What does the Bible say about drinking alcohol? Is it a sin?
What does the Bible say about sex before marriage?
What does the Bible say about divorce and remarriage?
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